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without the breath of life, without elasticity, without
the capacity of self-direction, imposed bodily upon a foreign
people, without even the care of preparing a foundation/1
The East India Company appeared on the scene; occu-
pied the Surat castle in 1759; and soon set one Maratha
power fighting against another.
In 1761 Ahmedshah Abdali dealt a decisive blow to
Maratha supremacy at Panipat. Balaji Bajirao, the great
Peshva, died of a broken heart. His brother, the perfidious
Raghote, disputed succession with his son, fled to Surat
and allied himself with the East India Company. The
British got their chance. Mahadji Sindhia turned a traitor
to the Peshva. The Gaekvada of Baroda was induced to
throw off his allegiance to Poona, but, unable to withstand
the combined force of Hindu and Mussalman chiefs of
Gujarata, threw himself in the arms of the Company. The
Maratha was followed.
Gujarata was thus turned into one vast field of endless
battle. " In this city/' says Forbes in his Oriental Memoirs
(1781) referring to Ahmedabad " commerce once met with
every encouragement. It was the resort of merchants, ar~*
tists and travellers of every description. It now exhibits
solitude, poverty and desolation." The trade and commerce
of Cambay and Ghogha were equally ruined.
In 1803 the British wrested Broach from Daulatrao
Sindhia. They protected the possession of the Gaekvada
or Sindhia against the Peshva, or acquired the Peshva's
rights over Gujarata against them. And with the battle
of Kirkee, in 1818, the Company finally stepped into the
place of the Peshva in Gujarata. And till 1853, when they
took the district of Panch Mahals on lease from Sindhia,
the British continued to quell disroder, destroy hostile
powers, and lay the foundation of settled government In
this process, they also dismembered Gujarata. Jhalora
and Sirohi, once centres of Gujarat! culture, were handed
over to Rajputana; and Dungarpura, Vansavada and Alirai-
pur£ to Central India.
t   Bombay Gazetteer, Voil, p. 432,

